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Rеuniоn

Tlrе last tirrle l saw tlly fаtlier was in Gralrсl Central Stаtioll. I was goirrg from mуgrandmother's ilr tlre Adironсlaсks tо a сottage otr tltе Саpe that trry mother had
rеntеd, anсl I wrote rnу father tlrat I wortlсl be in New York bеtween trains for an
hour and a lral f ,  and аskeсl i f  we сou]d have lunсlr togеtlrеr. t l is seсretary wrote to
saу tlrat he worrlсl rrreet irre at the inforntatiorr bооtlr at noon, anсl at twe]ve o'сloсk
sharp I saw hiпt сonrirrg tlrrough the сrowсi.

He was a strаtrger to rnt-' - lnУ пtotlrеr dlvorсeсl hirrr tltree Уears аgo atrсl I hadn,t
been witlr }rinr sitrсе _ brrt as sool} as I sаw hirn I fс:lt thаt he was rly fatlreГ, rУ
flesh arrсt blooсi, tttу futrtrе anсl lrry сloоnr. I knеw t}rat when I was grown I worrld be
somethirrg l ike hirrr; I worr lr i  l rave to plan nty сatttpaiglrs wit lr in lr is l imltat ions. He
Was a big, good-loсlkirrg ltlatt, аlld I was terribly lrappу to see lrilrl again.

He struсk Пlе on t]rе l lасk anсl shook mу ltаttd. . .Hi,  Clrаr l iе, ' '  he йi. i .  . .нi ,  boy. I,d
l ike to takе yorr trp to trtv с lttb, btrt i t 's in t l re Sixt ies, i rrrd i f  yott hаve to сatсlr an
early trairr J gl less we'с l  }эetter gеt somethirrg to eat arortt ld here., ,FIе plrt his arrn
aroutrd пte, and I sпrelleсl lrry fatlrer tlre way ttrу пrоtlter striffs а rosе. [t was a riсh
сoпlpouttd of wlriskey, aftеr-slrave lotiolr, shoe polislr, woollens, alttl tlre гiltrkness of a
mature malе. I hopeсl tlrаt sonlеone would seе us togethеr. x ,'vishесl tlrat we сould beplrotogгaphесt. I wаntetl s.l}le rесorсi of ortr lraviltg Бeеrr togс'ther.

Wе r,vent ortt of tlrе statiorr anсl up а side street to a rеstat.rгаrlt. It wаs still early,
.and t}re plaсe was eпrpty. Tlre bаrterlсlеr was qrrarrelli l lg r,vith а сlс:livery boу, and there
Was one vеrу old wаitеr itl а red сoat down by the kitсlrerr сlсlоr. WЁ sаt down, arrd
mу fathег hai led t lre waiter irr a lotrd volсe. . .Kel lrrer! ' '  l re shotttеt1. . .С}arсott! You!,,  His
boistеrousnеss in tlre errrptу restaurarrt seeпred out сlf plaсe. ..Ссlrtlсl we ltаve a 1itt1e
sеrviсe lrerе!'' lre slrolttесl. .l 'helt lrе сlappесl lris harrds. This саtrgirt thе waiter,s
attentiott, and he slrrrffled ovег to our table...Were you сlappirrg vorrr hatrds at nre?'' lrе аsked...Caltlt сlсlwlt, сa.lпr dowtl,' ' ]]lу father saiсl. ..It istr't too nrrrсii to аsl< of you - if it
wottlсltr't bе too nruсlt abоvе artсi be1'otrd tlre саll of сlutY, we rvoillсl like a сouple ofBеefeatеr Gibsons. ' '

. .r  don't l ikе to bе сlappeсl at, ' '  the waiter sair l .. .I  shott ld ]rаvе brorrght lrrv r,v lr ist le, ' '  r l ry fat lrеr saiс l .  , .I ]tar,e а wlr ist le t i rat is
arrdible ottlv to tltе еars оf olс1 rvaitеrs. Now, tаkе оut yorrr littie pасl anсl your littlepenсil arrd sеe if votr сan get this straiglrt: two Beefeater (iibsorls. Itepeаt after nrе:
two Beefeater Gibsons."

..I t l r ink you'd better go somewlterе else, ' '. .Tl}at, ' '  saiс l  my fаthеr, . . is ol}е of the most
Сoпre ott,  Сlrar l ie. ' '

I follоrvесi пrv father ortt of that r.estaurant ilrtо atrothеr. Hе was not so boisterous
this tinie. oLrr dr.itiks сallle' аnd lre сross-questiоrrесl пte аbottt tliе basеbaj.] season. Hе
therr struсk t]re edge сlf lris ernpt-v glass witlr lris klrife аttсl begаtt shсlrrtirrg agairi...Garсott! Yoli! Ссluld we trouble yorr to bring rts two ltrorе of th6: sanre.,'

"How old is the boy?" Lhe waiter asked...That, ' '  ntv fat}tег saiс l ,  . .1s nonе оf votrr brts ir less. ' '

thе waiter sаiсl с1rriеtlу.
brilliarrt sltggestiоris I lrave evеr heard.
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